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Introduction  
The purpose of this white paper is to provide an overview of Power BI as a 
ʦȜɸʎǈȴȜʷǈʆȜɊȿ ɸɊȴʎʆȜɊȿ ʆȖǈʆ ǳʬʆǳȿǬɸ ðɊȴʦǳɰṭɸ ȍȜȿǈȿǥȜǈȴ ɰǳɭɊɰʆȜȿȎ ǈȿǬ ǤʎǬȎǳʆȜȿȎ 
functionality with world -class analysis.  
 
åɊʧǳɰ =u Ȗǈɸ ɰȜɸǳȿ ʆɊ ǤǳǥɊȽǳ ʆȖǳ ʧɊɰȴǬṭɸ ȴǳǈǬȜȿȎ =ʎɸȜȿǳɸɸ untelligence (BI) solution, 
ahead of other visualization tools like Tableau and Qlik. At the same time, Solver has 
become a leader in Corporate Performance Management (CPM), by streamlining 
financial reporting and planning processes. Both solutions are tigh tly integrated and 
available globally in the Microsoft Azure cloud.  
 
This white paper is focused on Power BI and the integration to Solver, and not Solver 
Ȝʆɸǳȴȍṁ åȴǳǈɸǳ ɸǳǳ ðɊȴʦǳɰṭɸ ʧǳǤ-site for more information on Solver.  
 
For the latest information or to discuss your specific needs, please contact your local 
ðɊȴʦǳɰ ɭǈɰʆȿǳɰḼ ʦȜɸȜʆ ðɊȴʦǳɰṭɸ web -site  or email us at info@solverglobal.com .  
 

Product Summary  
Solver provides a single, cloud -based solution that automates reporting and 
planning processes, and supports faster and better decisions based on key 
ȜȿȍɊɰȽǈʆȜɊȿ ȍɰɊȽ ǈǥɰɊɸɸ ʆȖǳ ɊɰȎǈȿȜʷǈʆȜɊȿṭɸ Ǭǈʆǈ ɸɊʎɰǥǳɸṁ 

Key benefits that Solver provid es include:  

- A top -rated Corporate Performance Management (CPM) solution  by G2 based on 
user satisfaction  

- Global partner channel with industry expertise to help you whenever and 
wherever  

- Cloud software, support, and upgrades, packaged into a subscription price, 
providing unmatched ROI over traditional CPM solutions  

- Built for business users to manage the entir e solution without the need for 
developers  

- Executive and management data from across the organization that is easily 
ǈǥǥǳɸɸȜǤȴǳ Ȝȿ Â·M ɭȴǈǥǳ ʧȜʆȖ ðɊȴʦǳɰṭɸ ȜȿʆǳȴȴȜȎǳȿʆ Data Warehouse  

- ðɊȴʦǳɰṭɸ ȽʎȴʆȜ-tenant cloud application provides quick initiation, SOC 2 
cɊȽɭȴȜǈȿǥǳḼ ǈʎʆɊȽǈʆȜǥ ɸɊȍʆʧǈɰǳ ʎɭȎɰǈǬǳɸḼ ǈȿǬ ɸǥǈȴǈǤȜȴȜʆʭ ǈʆ Ɋȿǳṭɸ ǥɊȿʦǳȿȜǳȿǥǳ 

- Solver provides the power and the familiarity of cloud -connected Excel to solve 
the most complex formula and layout requirements  for reporting and planning 
template designers  

- Easy-to -use, pre -ǤʎȜȴʆ ȜȿʆǳȎɰǈʆȜɊȿ ʆɊ åɊʧǳɰ =uḼ ʆȖǳ ʧɊɰȴǬṭɸ Ṁᶡ ʦȜɸʎǈȴȜʷǈʆȜɊȿ ɸɊȴʎʆȜɊȿ 
- fǈɸʆ ǈȿǬ ǥɊɸʆ ǳȍȍǳǥʆȜʦǳ ȜȿʆǳȎɰǈʆȜɊȿɸ ɭɰɊʦȜǬǳǬ ʧȜʆȖ ðɊȴʦǳɰṭɸ ʧȜʷǈɰǬ-driven CSV, 

SQL, and prebuilt ERP/CRM Connectors  
- Unlimited access to reports and dashboards from secure web  portal  
- Hybrid cloud option provides customers with real -time cloud reporting 

capabilities for their on -premise ERP system  

http://www.solverglobal.com/
mailto:info@solverglobal.com
https://www.g2.com/categories/corporate-performance-management-cpm?tab=highest_rated
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Figure 1. Solver architecture overview  

Company Summary  
Solver, Inc. is redefining the category of cloud -based reporting and planni ng. The 
Solver solution is built to enable faster and better business decisions across the 
entire organization. Solver combines financial and other key data into a single tool, 
powered by the most flexible report and planning form designer on the market. 
Organizations use this solution to automate and streamline financial and operational 
reports, consolidations, and budgeting and forecasting processes. Solver empowers 
users with complete insight that drives intelligent decisions and competitive 
advantages. Headquartered  in the United States, Solver, Inc. has more than a 
dozen offices and hundreds of partners globally that provide local and industry 
expertise. To learn more, visit www.solverglobal.com . 

  

http://www.solverglobal.com/
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Why Power BI as a Visualization tool for Solver ?  
The below list summarizes some of the benefits that Power  BI  brings to Solver  
customers . 

Complimentary Best of Breed S olutions (vs all -in -one approach)  
As technology drives rapid change across all industry ver ticals and across all 
departments in a company, it is more important than ever to constantly monitor the 
Ṫɭʎȴɸǳṫ Ɋȍ ʆȖǳ ǤʎɸȜȿǳɸɸ ʧȜʆȖ ¨åuɸḼ ȍȜȿǈȿǥȜǈȴ ɰǳɭɊɰʆɸ ǈȿǬ ȜȿʆǳɰǈǥʆȜʦǳ ǈȿǈȴysis, while at 
the same time projecting the future through accurate budgets an d forecasts. A 
significant portion of this job falls on the Office of Finance, and modern cloud -based 
Business Intelligence (BI) solutions like Power BI and Corporate Performance 
Management (CPM) solutions  like Solver  are the tools specifically made for these 
tasks.   
 
Solver  and Power BI are a natural fit together, each product be ing a leader in the  G2 
quadrant s for CPM and BI respectively.  While Solver  is tailored for Corporate 
Performance Management (Financial Report ing , Consolidations  and Planning), 
Power BI is mainly focused on visualization .  
 

 
 
 
 
While s ome CPM solutions offer  simple  graphics capabilities , most organizations 
these days end up deploying best -of -breed dashboard solutions like Power BI to 
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fulfill more comprehensive analysis needs across departments and management  
team s. The result is that companies  often wind  up acquiring multiple visualization 
tools t hat staff need to learn  and duplicate efforts to maintain  KPIs and data models . 
Solver , on the oth er hand, takes a best -of -breed approach by remaining focused on 
>åµ ȍʎȿǥʆȜɊȿǈȴȜʆʭ ǈȿǬ ȜȿɸʆǳǈǬ ȜȿʆǳȎɰǈʆȜȿȎ ʆȜȎȖʆȴʭ ʆɊ µȜǥɰɊɸɊȍʆṭɸ åɊʧǳɰ =uḼ ʆȖǳ ʧɊɰȴǬṭɸ 
dashboard leader, according to both Gartner Group and G2.   
 
In the table below, it is easy to see how th e two solutions compliments each other to 
satisfy all the analytics , reporting  and planning needs of an organization.  

 

Pre -built connector approved by Microsoft and delivered from within  
Power BI  
With Solver ṭɸ ɭɰǳ-buil t Power BI connector, users safely a nd easily transfer data, 
dimensions and data schema from Solver  and in to their Power BI models, often 
saving weeks of manual work that otherwise ha s to be performed by technical 
Power BI experts.  The connector is Microsoft -certified and available from wit hin 
Power BI. Data refresh can be automatically scheduled to keep dashboards updated 
with no human effort involved.   

Microsoft Investment to keep Power BI as top ranked BI solution  
The top benefit of using Power BI as the visualization tool for Solver  is that 
ǥʎɸʆɊȽǳɰɸ Ȏǳʆ ʆɊ ʎɸǳ ʆȖǳ ʧɊɰȴǬṭɸ ȿʎȽǤǳɰ Ɋȿǳ ǬǈɸȖǤɊǈɰǬ ɸɊȴʎʆȜɊȿ ǈȿǬ ʆȖǈȿȰɸ ʆɊ 
µȜǥɰɊɸɊȍʆṭɸ ȽǈɸɸȜʦǳḼ ɊȿȎɊȜȿȎ ȜȿʦǳɸʆȽǳȿʆɸ Ȝȿ åɊʧǳɰ =uḼ ʆȖǳʭ ǥǈȿ ɰǳɸʆ ǈɸɸʎɰǳ ʆȖǈʆ ʆȖǳʭ 
always have the best functionality on the market available to them.   
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Single cloud platfo rm for Solver  and Power BI  
Both Power BI and Solver  are  ɰʎȿȿȜȿȎ Ȝȿ µȜǥɰɊɸɊȍʆṭɸ !ʷʎɰǳ ǥȴɊʎǬṁ With a single, 
globally available cloud platform for both BI and CPM, customers not only benefit 
from everything Microsoft continuously add s to their Azure functionality and 
services, but they can also rest assured that  µȜǥɰɊɸɊȍʆḼ ʆȖǳ ʧɊɰȴǬṭɸ ȴǈɰȎǳɸʆ ʆǳǥȖȿɊȴɊȎʭ 
company, is keeping their cloud up and running  and that they are always working to 
improve it.     

Existing and rapidly growing Power BI skillset  in the workforce  
One of the advantages of using Power BI with Solver  is that there is a very large pool 
of skilled resources to draw from worldwide , whether you are looking for in -house 
staff, contractors or partners.  

Dual use of Power BI licenses  
A rapidly increasing number of companies already own or plan to purchase Power BI 
licenses for various uses in their organizations. Other than for Solver ṭɸ !åuḼ ʆȖȜɸ ǥǈȿ 
eliminate the need to pay anything extra because they can reuse the same Power BI 
lice nses for Solver . A major additional advantage is that there therefore is no need to 
learn and maintain multiple dashboard tool s.     

Easy Integration  Ṝ How the pre -built Connector works  
There are two simple components required to connect Power BI to Solver :  

1) The Solver  Application Programming Interface (API) for secure Internet access 
to Solver ṭɸ cloud database.  This user -friendly interface is located inside of the 
Solver  Cloud portal.  

2) The Microsoft -certified Solver  connector for Power BI to load data and 
d imensions from Solver .  

Secure Internet Access with Easy to Configure Solver  API  
With a few simple clicks, a power user can select the modules in their Solver  data 
model that they want to securely expose to the Power BI connector. The API 
provide s both the  URL and the Access Token required by Power BI.  
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Pre -built and Microsoft approved Power BI Connector  
Solver ṭɸ ǥɊȿȿǳǥʆɊɰ ʧǈɸ ǬǳɸȜȎȿǳǬ ʧȜʆȖ guidance  and approval from the Microsoft 
Power BI team. It is located in the Get Data menu in Power BI  and provides a secure 
connection to the Solver  API.  

 

Solver  DW star schema automatically transfers to Power BI  
Within a matter of a few minutes  and with no technical skills required , a power user 
has configured Solver ṭɸ !åu ǈȿǬ ʆȖǳ åɊʧǳɰ =u ǥɊȿȿǳǥʆɊɰṁ !ʆ th is point, data and 
dimensions can be loaded  into Power BI. Perhaps the most valuable time - and effort 
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saving lies in the fact that the Solver ṭɸ Ǭǈʆǈ ɸʆɰʎǥʆʎɰǳ ṓȍɊɰ Ǭǈʆǈ ǈȿǬ ǬȜȽǳȿɸȜɊȿɸ 
checked off in the API), a so -called star -schema, is also transferred  to Power BI, 
eliminating the need to also set it up there.  

 

Pre -built Power BI KPIs for Solver  
More than 20 0 pre -built Power BI KPIs are available for Solver , which can save days 
of implementation time.  
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Pre -built dashboard templates  
While Power BI has a large number of visuals available for custom designed 
dashboards, there are also a number of free, prebuilt Power BI dashboard templates 
available for Solver  with a focus on financial, sales and budget data , including 
interactive simul ations for sales, marketing  and cash flow.  

 

 

Power BI Features important to Solver  customers  
World -class Visualization  
Visualizations provide a graphical view of relationships and insights that have been 
discovered in your data. A Power BI report can consist of a single page with one 
visual, or it might have multiple pages full of visuals. In the Power BI service, visuals 
can be pinned from reports to dashboards.  
 
There are many different visual types such as bar charts, line charts, scatter plots and 
maps available directly from the Power BI  Visualizations  pane .  




























